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Mississippi Economic

Development Council, Inc.

Elected Officers & Directors - 2007-2008

President - George L. Freeland, Jr.

Jackson Co. EDF, Inc., Pascagoula

President-Elect - David P. Rumbarger

Community Dev. Foundation, Tupelo

V. P. -Chamber Dev. – Marie Shoemake

Covington Co. Chamber, Collins

V. P. - Community Dev. – Christy Knapp

Oxford-Lafayette Co. EDF Inc., Oxford

V. P. - Economic Dev. - Chandler Russ

Tennessee Valley Authority, Starkville

Secretary/Treasurer - Dianne Carson

Clinton Chamber, Clinton

Imm. Past President - Rick Byars

Entergy, Baton Rouge

Director - District 1 - Lyn C. Arnold

Tunica Co. Chamber & EDF, Tunica

Director - District 2 - David P. Rumbarger

Community Dev. Foundation, Tupelo

Director – District 3 - Sue Stidham

EDP of Montgomery Co., Winona

Director – District 4 - David Vowell

Community Dev. Partnership, Philadelphia

Director – District 5 - Tom Troxler

RankinFirst EDA, Brandon

Director – District 6 - Garrick Combs

Mississippi Dev. Authority, Summit

Director – District 7 - Angeline Godwin

Area Dev. Partnership, Hattiesburg

Director – District 8 - Larry S. Barnett

Harrison Co. Dev. Council, Gulfport

Director – At-Large - Alecia C. Crawford

Mississippi Power Company, Meridian

Director – At-Large - Beth H. Stevens

Greenwood-Leflore Co. Chamber, Greenwood

MDA Exec. Dir. (ex-officio) - Gray Swoope

Mississippi Dev. Authority, Jackson

MS SEDC Dir. - Sandy Holifield

EDA of Jones County, Laurel

Alt. MS SEDC Dir. - David Thornell

Gr. Starkville Dev. Partnership, Starkville

Staff:

Executive Director / COO – Carol Hardwick

Mississippi’s New Team Sport
Mississippi has a new team

sport—Economic Development!

While football, baseball and

other sports have always been

the hot topics of conversation,

economic development pros are

forming all-star teams of mayors,

county supervisors, legislators,

state officials and others—with

quarterback Governor Haley

Barbour—to score new jobs that

will benefit Mississippians

across the state. 
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MEDC Summer Conference
Highlights
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Governor’s Cup Awards
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Legislators and Life Members
Honored
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Summer Conference = Success
The Mississippi Economic Development Council’s 2007 summer conference was

aptly named Creating A Culture of Success.  From the southern hospitality of the

Neshoba County’s citizens to the warm welcome by the Mississippi Band of Choctaw

Indians, MEDC participants enjoyed the culture of this wonderful community.  

“The conference could not have been

more successful,” reflects Carol

Hardwick MEDC Executive Director.

“Our speakers were knowledgeable and

inspirational, the food and service at

the Pearl River Resort was impeccable

and the people of this community were

as warm as the Mississippi sun.”

In addition to the Awards Banquet

(see pages 2&3)  and educational

sessions, a wonderful reception was

The Toyota Mississippi groudbreaking April 18, 2007

Neshoba County Fair Preview Party & Fish Fry

Continued on Page 5
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