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MEDC 2012 Winter Conference
STAYING ON TOP OF YOUR GAME
February 1 – 3 . Hilton Hotel . Jackson

LODGING: 

Hilton Hotel – This block of Rooms has expired.
Book by January 5 and get special room rate of $114 per night, 1 or 2 people.
Mention MEDC12 when calling 1-888-263-0524 or 1-800-HILTONS
Online reservations: http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/J/JANJHHF-MEDC12-20120131/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
__________________________

CONFERENCE AGENDA:

Wednesday, February 1 

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. - Legislative Breakfast – “Keep Mississippi Moving” 
Location: Galloway United Methodist Church, 305 North Congress Street, Jackson, MS
Speaker: Justin Barnard, President, , Barnard Equipment Company, Brandon, MS
     This Mississippi young professional will share the story of his journey to becoming an entrepreneur who runs a successful company that exports heavy-duty equipment overseas.
___________________________

All sessions to be held at Hilton Hotel

2:00 – 4:00 p.m. – University Round Tables
     Leaders from Mississippi’s four research universities—Jackson State University, Mississippi State University, University of Southern Mississippi and University of Mississippi—show some of the resources they have to offer for economic and community development. 
___________________________

Thursday, February 2
(special one-day chamber rate offered only to chamber members)

7:00 – 8:00 a.m.-  Networking Breakfast. Sponsor:  Mississippi Economic Council
___________________________

Combined Session

8:15 – 8:45 “Filmmaking as IS(!) Economic Development”

Speakers: Ward Emling, Director, Mississippi Film Office, Jackson
                 Wes Benton, President, Red Planet Entertainment, Ridgeland
      Film production can create immediate economic impact in your town:  good jobs, broad-based community development, and global public relations opportunities.  The film industry responds to the same development forces:  available workforce, supportive infrastructure, attractive incentives and compelling locations, but has a language of its own, as you will hear from these industry professionals.

Combined Session

8:45 – 10:00 a.m. - “Are You as Smart as Your Smart Phone?” – Staying on Top of Current Apps!
Speaker/Moderator: Thomas Broadus, Web Administrator, Mississippi Public Broadcasting, Jackson 
      There are new applications for your mobile device coming out every day.  Thomas Broadus, a futurist in the internet industry, will help us learn how to get optimum use with the latest and greatest apps.  Come prepared to talk about your favorites.
___________________________

10:00 – 10:30 a.m. – Networking Break
___________________________

10:30 – 11:45 a.m. – Concurrent Sessions

Economic Development Session – 
“The Protocol of MDEQ Permitting”
      Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality permitting is vital to both environmental protection and the economic development process.  Trudy Fisher, Executive Director, and a panel of MDEQ permitting experts will provide information and insight to help streamline this process. 
    Moderator:  Trudy Fisher, Executive Director, MDEQ
    Panel:          Representatives from MDEQ

Chamber Session – 
“One Ask Giving/Revenue Enhancements”
Speaker: Jack Camper, President/CEO, Jack Camper Consulting Group, Tucson, AZ
      This popular instructor at Chamber Institute and former executive director of the Tucson Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce will provide information about sales and marketing strategies for chambers of all sizes from total resource campaigns, to membership drives and generating substantial revenue from new sources including travel programming.  
___________________________

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. - Awards Luncheon
Heidel Leadership Award and Community Economic Development  Awards (CEDA)
___________________________

2:00 – 3:15 p.m. – Concurrent Sessions

Economic Development Session – 
“Staying on Top of Effective Marketing Tools for your Economic Development Organization”
      The ways we communicate our communities’ assets to the outside world in the best light possible are myriad and ever-changing.  Our panel experts have worked with many economic development organizations and will share their perspective. 
Moderator:  Phil Hardwick, Coordinator of Capacity Development, Stennis Institute, MSU, Jackson
Panel:         John Abbate, President, Marketing Alliance, Jackson
                    Denton Gibbes, President, The Gibbes Company, Jackson
                    Kristine Jacobs, VP, Strategic Planning, Ramey Agency, Jackson

Chamber Session – 
“The Chamber: Your ‘Business Advocate’”
Speaker:  Jack Camper,, President/CEO, Jack Camper Consulting Group, Tucson, AZ
      Recognizing your organization’s role and responsibility in your members’ ability to make a profit, create jobs, and provide their employees with a lifestyle is key to being a successful chamber.  Jack will draw from his 33-years as Executive Director of the Tucson Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and his many years as instructor at Chamber Institute for this session.
___________________________

3:15 – 3:45 p.m. - Networking Break
___________________________

3:45 – 5:00 p.m. – Concurrent Sessions

Economic Development Session -
“Leveraging Our Abundant Resource – Natural Gas”
     Mississippi is uniquely positioned to take advantage of economic development opportunities related to the abundance of natural gas in our state.  This panel will discuss how we can focus our efforts in a collaborative manner to capitalize on these valuable energy resources to drive economic growth in our state.  
Moderator:  Bob Kerley, Vice President, Marketing, Atmos Energy, Jackson
Panel:          Lyn Arnold, President/CEO, Tunica County Chamber of Commerce and EDF, Tunica
                    Kathy Gelston, Director, Financial Resources Division, MDA, Jackson
                    Jim Tilley, Regional Marketing Manager, CenterPoint Energy 
                    BP representative

Chamber Session –  
“The Mississippi Market  – What’s in it for You?”
Speakers:  MDA Mississippi Market Team
      Wonder how the Mississippi Market Wholesale Show directly relates to your job description? The Mississippi Market staff along with invited guests will show you how to assist your local retailers, grow your small business entrepreneurs, and how to be the catalyst in your community for bringing them all together – all through the Mississippi Market program.

___________________________

5:30 – 6:30 p.m. – “At the Top” Reception
                                Hilton Penthouse 
                                Sponsor – Entergy Mississippi
_________________________________

Friday, February 3, AM 


7:00 – 7:45 a.m. Networking Breakfast
                           Sponsor: Neel-Schaffer, Inc

Combined Sessions - 
8:00 a.m.    Speakers:  The Honorable Tate Reeves, Lieutenant Governor of Mississippi
                   Jim Barksdale, Interim Executive Director, Mississippi Development Authority

Mississippi Business Meeting

Door Prizes / Adjourn

_________________________________








